
INTRODUCTION

The Introductory Avalanche Risk Management Award 
(iARM) is a 20 credit programme for people who operate in 
potential avalanche terrain and need to be able to identify 
an avalanche hazard and then avoid it. 

Examples include Alpine Instructors, DoC workers, LSAR 
(non ACR team), backcountry users who want to have their 
knowledge and skills validated. 

Within ski areas these people are likely to be non-patrol 
staff who work when patrol staff, who assess or manage any 
avalanche risk, aren’t around (for example snow makers, 
groomers, road crew).

People with iARM would not be expected to collect technical 
data or make avalanche forecasts. 

WHAT EXPERIENCE DO I NEED? 

Prior to undertaking assessment for the iARM L5 programme, You must demonstrate that you can use avalanche 
transceivers, snow shovels, and probes.
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The iARM award is stepping stone to the NZC in Avalanche Risk Management but it is a 
valuable standalone award. 

Competence may be achievement of unit standard 21740 Demonstrate use of avalanche 
transceivers, shovels and probes L2 C1.

OR

An attestation stating that you meet the following criteria:

• a transceiver buried 30 cm below the surface in a 20m X20m search area is found  
within four minutes.



WHAT DO I NEED TO SUCCEED?

It is likely that you won’t have all the required knowledge or experience when you sign up for this qualification. 
Expect to build your experience by practicing your skills in your personal time. Practising with peers who are on 
the same learning journey can help. You may also need to complete some study to fill any gaps in your knowledge.  
Expect to do some training and preparation in order to meet the assessment criteria. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

Preparation could involve:

• researching, reading relevant resources 
and watching videos

• arranging training sessions with your 
peers

• working with a mentor or manager who 
can guide your development and provide  
feedback

• attending training courses.

Resources you will need:

• access to a computer 

• workplace support (this may include time to prepare, time for the assessment, access to 
individuals who can help you study and train).

The iARM L5 assessment is a mix of written and practical tasks, and will require some research and study.  

There are three parts to the assessment:

Avalanche Q&A

Online written assessment.

Checks your knowledge of:

• avalanche phenomena

• terrain, weather and 
snowpack

• risk assessment and 
management strategies in 
avalanche terrain

• avalanche search and 
rescue.

Trip planning

Written assignment.

You will collect and interpret 
weather and avalanche 
advisory information and 
develop a trip plan for your 
practical field activities.

Practical activities

The practical assessment 
involves a series of snow-
based activities where you:

• demonstrate avalanche 
search procedures

• carry out terrain analysis, 
weather observations and 
basic snowpack evaluation 
to assess avalanche 
hazard, and

• keep yourself safe in 
avalanche terrain.


